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Th e  n e w  y e a r  i s  f a s t 
approaching and per-
haps you, like many, are 

curious to see what’s trending 
in the world of interior design.  
One of the big trends that 
holds steady for 2018 is col-
our. Colour will continue its 
inspiration and domination 
in the coming year; whether 
you use it abundantly with in 
a room, or minimally to punc-
tate your space 2018 is defi-
nitely all about colour.

From the revival of retro 
colors like burnt orange, to 
warm earthy palettes of pinks, 
browns and plumy greys, to 
rich reds, bold fuchsia and 
striking blues, the palettes for 
2018 are simply fantastic and 
the combinations are daring.  
Bold reds paired with a gold-
toned curry yellow and earthy 
terracotta pink for example. 

However, when it comes to 
the metals, gold is king ahead!  
All shades gold are trending, 
from the antiqued shades to 

the warm yellowy gold tones…
this is definitely the metal of 
choice.  One of my  favourites 
when it comes to gold-tones 
is unlacquered brass.  This 
finish is organic, and is some-
times referred to as a “living 
finish”.  It has a look and feel 
all its own, as the absence of 
lacquer allows the durable 
solid brass to naturally age 
over time and develop a beau-
tiful unique patina of colour 
and texture.  

Texture is another must-
have for 2018.  Whether it’s 
found in the plushness and 
luxuriousness of a rich velvet 
fabric – very “en-pointe” this 
year, or in a simple colour-
washed wallpaper, texture 
will play a key role in the com-
ing year.  One go-to supplier 
that is set for 2018 is Alendel 
Fabrics.  They offer not only a 
great selection of durable vel-
vets in a wide range of col-
ours, but have also launched 
a wide selection of textural 
wallcoverings that are sure to 
inspire.

A n o t h e r  f i n i s h  t r e n d 
this year will be concrete.  
Whether on the floor, on your 
walls, or countertops or acces-

sories, we will be seeing con-
crete popping up everywhere.  
Geometrically shaped con-
crete tiles will be particularly 
popular, as will polished and 
distress concrete finishes.

Continuing on the path of 

colour and texture, botani-
cals are maintaining their 
popularity.  Whether fab-
rics, wallcoverings or simply 
large-scaled house plants the 
impact of botanicals will not 
be missed. 

 In the kitchen, black and 
deep rich greys are the new 
white, accompanied by warm 
textured woods and metals 
to create a modern, slightly 
industrial aesthetic that does 
not lose it’s everyday “lived-

in” family appeal.  Again, we 
see colour prevalent in kitchen 
accessories, sinks and faucets.  

Our bathrooms are seeing 
a big hit of colour as compa-
nies like luxury British bathing 
brand, Victoria+Albert intro-
duce their free-standing tub 
collection now available in six 
new external finishes, includ-
ing a rich gloss black and beau-
tiful Antracite.  A colored free-
standing tub can be just the 
perfect complement to gold 
toned bathroom faucets and 
fittings, creating a luxurious 
and sophisticated modernism.

Whether your personal style 
is industrial vintage, modern, 
traditional or Scandinavian 
just to name a few, one thing 
for certain 2018 will be a year 
full of colour, warmth and 
inspirations.  Embrace the 
trends you’ll be seeing to cre-
ate a warm and inviting home 
to enjoy for years to come.

— Linda Mazur is principal 
of the Linda Mazur Design 

Group and is known for 
designs that reflect a rich 

elegance, timeless style and 
optimal functionality. Visit 

www.lindamazurdesign.com.
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Perhaps Jack Frost is a lit-
tle late to the party this 
year, but in my opinion, 

he really doesn’t have to show 
up until Christmas Eve. The 
image of billowy white snow-
flakes softly falling from the 
sky, carpeting the ground and 
weighing down the naked tree 
branches is a view I absolutely 
love while I’m toasty warm 
inside by the fire.

In our last home, we didn’t 
have a fireplace so every year 
at the start of the holidays, I 
would long for a mantle to 
decorate and yearn for the 
crackling of a fireplace on 
Christmas day.

So, come Christmas morn-
ing, the fireplace channel was 
a staple in our home playing 
on our TV just for the ambi-
ance. Now, even though we 

currently have a builder-
grade gas fireplace insert, 
there are so many options out 
there that make this designer 
girl long for an upgrade yet 
again.

In past projects, we’ve used 
linear fireplaces, see-through 
and even double and three-
sided units with clear, black 
or amber crystals, river rocks, 
or driftwood log inserts — all 
depending on the style aes-
thetic of the home.  Of course, 
there are a variety of electric 
units that can essentially be 
plugged in anywhere if space 
and budget are tight this win-
ter.

As a designer, we like to 
push the limits of what’s pos-
sible, getting our clients the 
biggest bang for their buck 
all while abiding by building 
codes and ensuring the health, 
safety of our end users.

En d l e ss ly  i n  s ea rc h  o f 
the next big thing, we get 
excited about new techno-
logical advances being made 

in design staples like the fire-
place.

The latest must check out 
is the Valor radiant gas fire-
places which use a unique 
hidden ducting system that 
draws heat up and recircu-
lates the heat in the room 
allowing the use of combusti-
ble materials closer than ever 
to the unit.

This means that the walls 
around the fireplace are kept 
cooler so there’s less worry 
about surface materials and 
things like artwork, your tv or 
stockings hanging above get-
ting hot.

This allows us designer-
types to go nuts (it’s a techni-
cal term) with finishing mate-
rials and design. Not to men-
tion the fact that it burns less 
gas and provides more heat 
leaving more in your pocket 
to fill that stocking up to the 
brim!

Fully functional without the 
use of electricity, the installa-
tion of a radiant gas fireplace 

would keep your family warm 
and safe especially in the 
event of a power outage in the 
middle of winter.  

The plethora of  design 
options existing today have 

me re-thinking the possibili-
ties of the fireplace as an art 
feature as well as a functional 
heating unit and a place to 
roast chestnuts. Have a safe 
and happy holiday season!

— Cynthia Soda is principal 
of Soda Pop Designs Inc., 

providing custom renovation 
and design services 

throughout the GTA. Visit 
www.sodapopdesigns.ca.

Chestnuts roasting 
in an open fire

There are a variety of electric fireplaces that can essentially be plugged in anywhere if space 
and budget are tight this winter.

From plumy greys, to bold fuchsias and rich reds, 2018 will see the revival of daring colour 
choices. Seen here: Benjamin Moore’s Colour of the Year, Calienta, a vibrant shade of red.  
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